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Ehren began his preparation for winemaking at George 

Washington University where he majored in Art History with 

a minor in Classical Archeology.  "Of course", you say, 

"obvious prerequisites for a winemaking career.” 

In fact, Ehren has no formal degree in fermentation science 

from any institution, a fact he proudly credits with his success.  

Eschewing traditional routes to a winemaking education, 

Ehren instead worked his way up the vertical integration 

ladder.  

Starting with a part-time job as stock boy at Bell’s Wine Shop 

in Washington, DC followed by a ski season in Aspen as 

sommelier and manager of a local restaurant, Ehren finally 

made his way to California.  That is where a temporary job as 

a tour guide at Joseph Phelps Vineyard introduced him to 

Bruce Neyers and three years later presented him the 

opportunity of a two-year apprenticeship with Jean-Luc 

Columbo in the Rhône Valley.   

His return to California led to winemaking opportunities at Neyers Vineyards and Turley Wine Cellars.  Along the way Ehren purchased a plot of 

land out on the rugged Sonoma Coast (Cazadero to be specific) and planted it to Chardonnay and Syrah.  Shortly after, he founded Failla Wines 

(1998), marked by the release of Alban Vineyard Viognier and Que Syrah Syrah.  Failla has since added numerous cool-climate vineyard sources to 

their bottlings and in 2011, Ehren added to his vineyard holdings with the purchase of the Olivet Vineyard.  Located in the “middle reach” of the 

Russian River Valley, this vineyard gives him another 14 acres to farm as he sees fit.   

Ehren’s viticultural training in France has forever infused his hands-on farming practices and his minimalist hands-off winemaking choices, ideals 

that have allowed him to coax out the various incarnations of his favorite varieties from different climates, soil types, and rootstocks.  Inspired by 

Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and Syrah, Ehren has molded relationships with great farmers and added to his estate holdings and plantings (30 acres) to 

produce bottlings that capture the essence of California's finest regions. 


